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30 APRIL 2010
During 2009/10, the Directorate Population and Development Strategy prepared reports on the progress achieved with the implementation of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) Programme of Action (15 year progress review) in the country, which were presented to the United Nations Commission on Population and Development (UNCPD), the African Ministers Conference on ICPD +15 (United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and the African Union), and the Southern African Development Community’s Ministers’ Conference on ICPD+15.  The latter meeting was hosted and chaired by the department in Pretoria, and its report published by the department.  The country’s delegation to these meetings also actively participated in the negotiation of resolutions in which priorities for the next 5 years were identified.  The department also led the country’s delegations to the General Assembly of the African Population Commission and the Annual Board Meeting of the Partners in Population and Development (PPD).
The Chief Directorate rendered technical advice and assistance on a number of population policy related matters, including to organise a stakeholder workshop to formulate recommendations for the National Development Planning and Implementation Forum on social cohesion and xenophobia.  A new proposed Five Year Population Strategy was developed, based on the outcome of the ten-year review and assessment of Population Policy implementation in the country. 

The Department of Social Development is responsible for the coordination, monitoring and evaluation of activities related to the UNFPA Country Support Programme (CSP) for South Africa.  Regular meetings were conducted with stakeholders and partners to promote the coordination of the planning and implementation of CSP projects and activities. In November 2009, and again in February 2010, two coordination meetings were conducted, involving representatives from the UNFPA and key government departments.
The following Population Advocacy and Information, Education and Communication (IEC) activities were undertaken:
· Launch of the State of the World Population Report 2009 in Port Elizabeth on 18 November 2009;
· National Poster Competition held in schools in all nine provinces, and its prize-giving ceremony in Durban on 3 December 2009.
· World Population Day commemorations were celebrated on different dates in July 2009, with the main event which took place in Cape Town on 10 July 2009, attended by local government departments, community members, non-governmental organisations, as well as Members of Parliament.
Population research reports and publications were published and disseminated at various events to target audiences.
Population and Development Research activities undertaken during 2009/10 served to support policy development, monitoring and evaluation in the Department, and the Government in general. Research projects focused on key issues relating to poverty, teenage pregnancies, youth, gender, HIV & Aids, children, Population Policy implementation review, and Population, Environment and Development (PED).  Examples of research and related reports concluded by March 2010, include the following: 
· Outcomes Assessment of the Management of Awaiting Trial Programme in Six Correctional Services facilities in South Africa)
· Synthesis report: Progress review of the implementation of the White Paper on Population Policy for South Africa (1998) and the ICPD Programme of Action (1994)
· Socio-economic and Demographic Profiling of Ward 15 in Qaukeni Municipality10
· Desktop review on the Status of Health, Morbidity, Mortality and Development in South Africa
· Intergovernmental HIV & Aids Research Strategy: an evaluation
· Guidelines on Mainstreaming Gender in Research
· Project to support collaborative research between DSD and JEAPP on emerging population, development and HIV &Aids issues in South Africa over the next 5-years
· Overview of population, climate change and development themes, for Leadership for Environment and Development (LEAD)
· Proposals for the government’s climate change adaptation strategy.
During 2009, four provincial workshops were conducted in Mpumalanga on demographic analysis, and one workshop was conducted in the Northern Cape Province on demographic projections. A colloquium was organised on government sponsored or conducted research in the field of HIV and Aids over the past five years, on 23 and 24 June 2009 in Gordon’s Bay for officials from HIV & Aids and Population Units. A workshop report was produced.
The Directorate Population and Development Programmes promoted inter-governmental population and development projects, and disseminated information on population policy, trends and dynamics.  Partnerships have been established and/or maintained with universities (University of KwaZulu Natal; the University of North West; the University of the Free State; the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University; and the University of Cape Town), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and civil society organisations to promote population and development programmes and projects, and to integrate the population strategy’s focus areas at local and provincial level.  The chief directorate undertook the following projects:

· A local community gender and youth project in collaboration with the Bethelsdorp Development Trust;

· Evaluation of the Population and Development Information and Knowledge Centre and its service;

· Evaluation of UNFPA – funded faith – based organisations’ HIV & Aids projects in 5 provinces;

· Development of a population research – policy integration training course in partnership with the North-West University.

· Evaluation of the course on HIV & Aids Capacity Development for Government Managers and Planners;
· The training manual on the integration of population issues into development policies and plans was finalized.

Consultation meetings and workshops were conducted with Provincial Population Units and IDP champions, in consultation with selected government departments, including Statistics South Africa, the Department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs, the Development Bank of Southern Africa, the Youth Commission, on the integration of population information into local integrated development plans (IDPs). A guideline document was developed to assist local municipalities with integrating population information into IDPs. 
A concept document on Social Cohesion was developed for the National Development Planning and Implementation Forum.
In terms of its responsibility on intergovernmental coordination and management support, the chief directorate assisted the Provincial Population Units (PPUs) in Limpopo, KwaZulu Natal, the Eastern Cape and the Free State Provinces to develop work plans for the UNFPA Third Country Support Programme in South Africa.  Heads of PPUs were also assisted to identify and clarify organisational development issues and concerns that they experience.
The following training programmes were implemented, monitored and evaluated:

· Population-Environment-Development (PED) Nexus (2 sessions);

· PED in IDP;

· APSTAR.
During 2009/10, initiatives were undertaken to increase the functionality and effectiveness of the Population and Development Information and Knowledge Centre (PDIKC). The existing population website has been revived and updated, and its functionality tested. New features were designed and added, including a newsletter function. An assessment was done of the relevance of the website content, and new documentation was added, relevant to the mandate and functions of population units. The electronic information dissemination service to users subscribed to the various subject-related email lists was continued.  The Population Resource Centre has been upgraded and systems updated, with relevant publications and new sources added on a regular basis. 

Technical assistance was provided to Provincial Population Units and some of their provincial counterparts, such as district and local municipalities, to access, interpret and analyse relevant demographic information for purposes of local integrated development planning. Population and development information and knowledge systems have been established, including a database which has been populated with contact details of population policy stakeholders in the public and private sectors.
